
 

Unit: Exploration 

Content Area: Social Studies  

Grade Level: 5th  

Unit Summary:  

       In this unit, you will learn about the first people who came to North America and how they passed down stories 
about their history and way of life.  To learn more about these people, you will look at their migration routes, study 
where the first Americans chose to live and look closely how one group (Inuit) adapted to the environment. 

Recommended Pacing:  

5 Weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.8.A.1.a. Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 
among African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.A.2.b. Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and 
institutions. 

6.1.8.B.1.a. Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain 
how these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

6.1.8.B.2.b. Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among 
European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

6.1.8.D.1.a. Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of Native 
American groups. 

6.1.8.D.1.b. Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural 
transformation. 

6.1.8.D.1.c. Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different 
perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.2.a. Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in 
Europe and the Americas. 

6.1.8.D.2.b. Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people, 
and explain why their experiences differed. 
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6.2.8.A.1.a. Compare and contrast the social organization, natural resources, and land use of early hunters/gatherers 
and those who lived in early agrarian societies.  

6.2.8.A.2.a. Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal 
structures. 

6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of 
each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world.  

6.2.8.B.4.e. Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the positive and negative 
consequences of environmental changes made during this time period, and relate these changes to current 
environmental challenges. 

6.2.8.B.4.f. Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their 
economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies. 

6.2.8.C.1.a. Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus from farming) on 
population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations 

RL.5.9.   Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

RI.5.2.   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize 
the text. 

RI.5.3.   Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.4.   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RI.5.8.   Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

RI.5.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

W.5.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.5.9.   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.5.9.B.   Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

SL.5.2.   Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, and orally). 
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L.5.4.   Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.5.4.A.   Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

L.5.6.   Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition). 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data.  

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews. 

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
Explain the motivating factors that lead people to explore and discover new land and the impact to those 
native people. 
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Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● Native Americans lived off the land and they led a nomadic life upon their first arrival to North 
America 

● Geography and climate impact settlement patterns 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
●  What drives humans to explore? 
●  How do the environment and people affect each other? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Prior to European exploration, Native American tribes were the only human inhabitants throughout 

North America 
● Interaction between cultures will bring about change. 
● Societies adapt to their physical environments. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
●   Identifying  reasons for exploration 
●   Identifying  important explorers and explain their significance 
●   Tracing water routes to North America taken by European explorers 
●   Identifying geographic and climatic factors considered by colonists prior to and during settlement 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
 
Engage: Instruct the students to list all the ways they can think of on how the first people might have come 
to live in North & South America. Have a class  discussion on what they already know about how we gather 
information on people, places, and times in history. 
Explore: Show students maps of North America with Asia on the left. Have the students come up with ideas 
that could be motivating  factors as to why the first North American explorers would come to this new land. 
For example, following animals, exploring new land, etc.  
Explain: Clarify ideas and link to the Land Bridge Theory, ocean-going boats, or origin story theories. 
Elaborate: Organize students into small  groups who will who take on the role as an early Native American 
tribe member. Assign each group one of the two explanations offered in the text for how people came to 
live in North and South America. Encourage each group to do additional research to learn more about the 
explanation it has been assigned. Then have each group report its findings to the class.  
Evaluate: Student demonstrates an understanding or knowledge of concepts and skills as it pertains to 
Migration Theories. Teacher observes student behaviors as they explore and apply new concepts and skills. 
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OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Checking for understanding through the use of: 

● Midway assessment  
● Oral assessments  
● Participation rubrics  
● Student conferencing  
● Written assignments  
● Map skills  
● Written Assignment-Creating expository non-fiction writing  
● Research and presentation of findings  

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

 ● Develop a timeline with major events that occurred during the first migration  
 ● Map the land and sea trade routes of Native Americans  
 ● Map the regions of the various Native American Tribes  
 ● Compare contrast all Native American regions  
 ● Debate how each regions natural resources impacted their survival. Determine which region had the 
greatest influence on modern day civilizations 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past textbook 
TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past interactive workbook 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Help student build background knowledge of the history of North and South America 
-Provide student with a personal map when exploring reasons why explorers travel 
-Provide student with graphic organizers while researching to help focus and organize ideas 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Check in frequently with student to ensure understanding 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Check in with student frequently to ensure understanding 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
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-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
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-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
 

 

Unit: Colonization & Settlement 

Content Area: Social Studies  

Grade Level: 5th  

Unit Summary:  

    In this unit, you will learn about the explorers  who came to North America from other continents. To learn more 
about these people, you will look at their migration routes, study where the first colonists chose to live and look 
closely how one group (Inuit) adapted to the environment.  

Recommended Pacing:  

5 Weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.8.A.1.a. Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African, 
European, and Native American groups.  

6.1.8.A.2.a. Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various 
North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b. Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early 
structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.c. Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and 
political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8.B.1.b. Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical maps to determine what led 
to the exploration of new water and land routes. 

6.1.8.B.2.a. Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.b. Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among 
European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

6.1.8.C.1.b. Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period. 

6.1.8.C.2.a. Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems. 
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6.1.8.C.2.b. Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European 
countries. 

6.1.8.C.2.c. Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

6.1.8.D.1.b. Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural 
transformation. 

 6.1.8.D.1.c. Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different 
perspectives 

6.1.8.D.2.a. Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in 
Europe and the Americas. 

6.1.8.D.2.b. Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of 
people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

6.2.8.A.1.a. Compare and contrast the social organization, natural resources, and land use of early hunters/gatherers 
and those who lived in early agrarian societies.  

6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of 
each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 

6.2.8.B.4.e. Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the positive and negative 
consequences of environmental changes made during this time period, and relate these changes to current 
environmental challenges. 

RL.5.9.   Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events 
(e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

RI.5.2.   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize 
the text. 

RI.5.3.   Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.4.   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RI.5.8.   Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

RI.5.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

W.5.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
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W.5.9.   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.5.9.B.   Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

SL.5.2.   Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, and orally). 

L.5.4.   Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.5.4.A.   Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

L.5.6.   Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition). 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures. 

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data. 

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews. 

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
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Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
analyze the successes and failures of colonization and how they led to our modern-day civilization. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

● People have explored and continue to explore for a variety of reasons throughout history. 
● New learning spread through Europe, leading to better tools for sailors and explorers. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● How does the environment impact the way in which people live? 
● What are the advantages and disadvantages when cultures interact? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● The interactions between Native Americans and European settlers, such as agricultural, trade, 

cultural exchanges, and military alliances and conflicts.  
● The background of Spanish Exploration, settlement, and missions in the American Southwest.  
● The reasons that allowed initial colonies such as Jamestown and Plymouth to succeed and flourish 
● Key terms: pilgrim, compact, self rule, majority rule, stock, prosperity, cash crop, legislature, 

burgess, authority. 

Students will be skilled at ... 
●   Identifying  reasons for exploration 
●   Identifying  important explorers and explain their significance 
●   Compare and contrast various aspects of life based on location and country of origin 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Engage: Students investigate why explorers came to the Americas. Guide students to make connections 
about explorers wanting adventure, to trade goods, find new trade routes, religious beliefs, to find new 
land and treasures or for goods such as gold and spices. 
Explore: Students investigate several explorers from different countries . They will be asked to log 
information on an explorer card. The information will include: personal background, sponsor country, 
purpose for exploration, areas explored, impact on the Native Americans, the impact of the expedition. 
Explain: Students share their information with other groups in the class (think of a jigsaw  
activity). 
Elaborate: Students complete a T-chart which details the pros/cons of the explorer’s adventures. For 
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example, they will evaluate the positives - religion, foods, plants, tools, new animals, resources, and land. 
Students should be able to determine the negatives which include: disease, fighting, theft, taking of land 
and resources, and damage to landscapes. Students will then write a persuasive piece to convince a 
European Monarch to fund their exploration journey to the Western Hemisphere.  
Evaluate: Class discussion regarding the questions: “In what ways do the actions of these explorers still 
affect our lives today?” and “Why was there so much competition between the countries?” Have students 
trace routes of exploration on a map. Guide them to make connections between the explorer’s influence 
on various locations in our present day world.  For example, South America celebrates Spanish holidays. 
Canada has a large FrenchCanadian population. The United States speaks English. Follow up with the 
question, “How might our country have been different if these explorers never came to the New World?” If 
they struggle to make a strong connection, switch it up by asking, “What if the French landed in the U.S.? 
How would our country be different today? What if the Spanish landed here?”  Students will write a journal 
entry from the point of view of an immigrant coming to America based on a version of history in which 
another country established its roots in the New World.  

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Checking for understanding through the usage of: 

● Midway assessment  
● Oral assessments  
● Participation rubrics  
● Student conferencing  
● Written assignments  
● Map skills  
● Written Assignment-Creating expository non-fiction writing  
● Research and presentation of findings  

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

Anticipatory Set for unit on Colonization: Have students imagine that they are going to attend school in a 
foreign country. They don’t know the language, the school building, or any of the school traditions. 
Students will organize and write a paragraph about what this experience would be like. What challenges 
would they face? How would students meet these challenges?  
• Research the colonies of Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth. Students should be able to answer the 
following questions: 
            o Why did people travel to the colony? 
            o What challenges did the colonists face? What was successful and what was considered a failure?  
            o How might have the Native Americans who lived in the area have felt about this settlement?  
            o What could the settlers have learned from the Native Americans?  
            o How were these settlers governed?  
• In groups, assign students one colony to research. For each colony, students must determine: 
           o Why it was founded.  
           o The geography and climate.  
           o What jobs were available.  
           o Who participated in government. 
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Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past textbook 
TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past interactive workbook 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Help student make a personal connection to understand why explorers would travel to America 
-Plan out writing before beginning journal entry with graphic organizers 
-Help student relate by thinking if their own culture had come to America instead of the explorers 
-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Check in with student frequently to ensure understanding 
-Scribe for student or use of speech to text on Chromebook for dictation 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Plan out writing prior to beginning journal entry 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Plan out writing prior to beginning journal entry 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
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-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Plan out writing prior to beginning journal entry 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
 

 

 

Unit: The American Revolution 

Content Area:Social Studies  

Grade Level: 5th 

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, you will learn about some of the event from 1754 to the end of 1774 that created tension between the 
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colonies and Great Britain.  During these years, Great Britain passed a number of acts, including the Quartering Act 
and the Stamp Act, which required the colonists to pay taxes.  However, these acts made the colonists upset because 
they had no say in making laws.  

Recommended Pacing: 

8-9 Weeks 

State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.8.A.2.b. Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early 
structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8.A.3.a. Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they were 
fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.  

6.1.8.A.3.b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, 
rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in 
establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time.  

6.1.8.A.3.c.  Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.g. Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.5.a. Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact 
American life. 

6.1.8.B.3.c. Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome 
of the American Revolutionary War. 

6.1.8.B.3.d. Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.a. Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American 
colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American 
Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.b. Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become 
unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8.D.3.c. Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary forces and as the first 
president of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.d. Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes 
of the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.e. Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, 
northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American 
Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war. 
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6.1.8.D.3.f. Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations 
with Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America.  

6.1.8.D.3.g. Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national 
government met the goals established in the Preamble of the Constitution. 

RL.5.9.   Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

RI.5.2.   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize 
the text. 

RI.5.3.   Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.4.   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RI.5.8.   Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

RI.5.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

W.5.4.   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.5.9.   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.5.9.B.   Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

SL.5.2.   Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, and orally). 

L.5.6.   Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition). 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures. 

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data. 

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews. 
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8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
understand what may lead people to seek independence and the consequences of war for all sides. 
 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that … 

● Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for independence 
in the colonies. 

● America is founded on the basic principles of a democracy. 
● There were political, social, and economic causes and consequences of revolution. 
● Regional features affect the economic, social, and cultural responses to revolution. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● When is going to war the right thing to do? 
● What are the effects of war on the winners/losers?  

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● The events of 1754 through 1776 that created tension between the colonies and Great Britain. (i.e. 

French and Indian War, Proclamation of1763, Quartering Act, The Stamp Act, Boston Massacre, 
Boston Tea Party, Intolerable Acts, Taxation, etc.) 

● How the colonists used  propaganda to build resentment toward Great Britain. 
● What the colonist did to prepare for Independence 
● How we declared Independence 
● Key battles of The American Revolution (i.e. Lexington & Concord, Saratoga, Valley Forge, Yorktown) 
● Historically important figures of The American Revolution (i.e. Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, Ben 

Franklin, Crispus Attucks, Sons of Liberty, George Washington, Cornwallis, King George III) 

Students will be skilled at ... 
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● Summarizing  the events that led to the American Revolution 
● Explaining how the colonies organized themselves to lead their fight for independence 
● Determining the significance of First and Second Continental Congresses and the Declaration of 

Independence 
● Determining and explaining the difference between a patriot and a loyalist 
● Identifying major battles of the Revolutionary War, and their contribution to the eventual outcome 

of the war 
● Naming and describing key figures and their contributions to the Revolutionary War 
● Identifing the role of slavery and contributions of enslaved and free African-Americans 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
 

● Students discuss their opinion of the American Revolution. They consider both the Loyalist and 
Patriot perspectives and decide which they would have supported if they had lived in colonial times. 
They consider their reasons and gather evidence from their research across the module. They then 
participate in collaborative discussions stating their opinion, giving reasons and evidence to support 
their point. Students will then write a persuasive letter to convince others to join their side.  

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
● Checking for understanding through the usage of:  
● Midway assessment  
● Oral assessments  
● Participation rubrics  
● Graded homework/class work  
● Student conferencing  
● Written assignments  
● Map skills  
● Analyzing political cartoons 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

● Trace the development of representative government in the U.S.  
● Discuss the location of key events/battles that took place during the Revolutionary period  
● Analyze the economic impact independence had on the colonists during the Revolution  
● Discuss the major events that led to American Revolution; Examine the role of important leaders and 

the specific gender roles of men and women during this era  

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past textbook 
TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past interactive workbook 

Differentiation: 
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English Language Learner- 
-Use graphic organizer to focus thoughts before beginning letter 
-Ensure understanding of basic concepts such as opinion and persuasive 
-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Plan out thoughts prior to beginning letter 
-Provide student with visual to understand the format of a letter 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Plan out thoughts prior to beginning letter 
-Provide student with visual to understand the format of a letter 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
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Students At-Risk - 
-Plan out thoughts prior to beginning letter 
-Provide student with visual to understand the format of a letter 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-In depth consideration of events in a variety of perspectives and compare various points of view 
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 

 

 

Unit: Expansion and Reform  

Content Area: Social Studies  

Grade Level: 5th 

Unit Summary: 

    After the events of the American Revolutionary War, many Americans believed that it was their manifest destiny to 
spread their way of life all the way to the Pacific Ocean.  As the nation gained new territory, more settlers pushed 
westward.  Their desire for land led to deadly conflicts with American Indians and with Mexico.  

Recommended Pacing: 

4-5 Weeks 
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State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.8.A.4.a. Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, 
and agreements. 

6.1.8.A.4.b. Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through annexation, 
diplomacy, and war. 

6.1.8.B.4.a. Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and economic 
development of the United States. 

6.1.8.B.4.b. Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and resettlement of 
Native Americans. 

6.1.8.D.4.a. Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic and cultural 
conflicts resulted.  

RL.5.9.   Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

RI.5.2.   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize 
the text. 

RI.5.3.   Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.4.   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RI.5.8.   Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

RI.5.9.   Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

W.5.3.   Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 

W.5.3.A.   Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

W.5.9.   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.5.9.B.   Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

SL.5.2.   Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, and orally). 
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L.5.4.   Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.5.4.A.   Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

L.5.6.   Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition). 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data.  

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
● Students will be able to independently use historical thinking skills to understand the social, political 

and economic events that changed the American Identity. 
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Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

●  The United States gained new territory through a variety of means. 
●  Westward Expansion greatly altered relations with Native Americans. 
●  The economies of the North and South were affected by geography and natural resources. 
●  Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, and the 

development of transportation systems increased regional tensions. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● Does the economic and technological growth of a country always have positive effects? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Manifest Destiny and settling the West 
● Louisiana Purchase (1803) 
● Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804 - 1806) 
● Land Acquisition 
● Acquisition of Florida (1819) 
● Amistad rebellion and trial (1839) 
● Texas Annexation (1845) 
● Mexican Cession (1848) and Gasden Purchase (1853) 
● Oregon Territory 
● Trail of Tears 
● Trails to the west 
● California Gold Rush 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Identifying new territories created by westward expansion 
● Describing and mapping major routes taken by westward-bound settlers 
● Evaluating methods used by the US government to acquire new territories and their effects on 

Native American populations 
● Comparing and contrasting the social, political, and economic attitudes of the North and South 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
 
Engage: Students investigate the impact of the railroads on the growth of the United States in the late 19th 
Century. 
Explore: Students working in groups research how the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad spurred 
the growth in the western part of the United States.  
Explain: Students share their information with the class based on the evidence they found.  Each project 

Adopted 11-20-19 



must include each of the elements below. 
• What was the effect of the Railroad on the steel and oil industry?  
• Where/how was the Transcontinental Railroad constructed? Who were the laborers who constructed it?  
• How and why did the population grow out west?  
• What was the impact of this population growth on American Indians?  
Elaborate: Each group may choose the format of their presentation. Options are as follows:  
• Newscast of 3 – 5 minutes  
• Museum Exhibit including all relevant background information and a minimum of six primary sources 
including documents, photographs, maps, political cartoons, etc.  
Evaluate: Students will be assessed with a teacher developed rubric. 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
● Checking for understanding through the usage of:  
● Midway assessment  
● Oral assessments  
● Participation rubrics  
● Graded homework/class work  
● Student conferencing  
● Written assignments  
● Map skills  
● Analyzing political cartoons 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

● Analyze the growth of democracy in the U.S. in the 1800's  
● Describe how geographical features influenced expansion  
● Explain how technology impacted economic growth in the 1800's  
● Discuss major events and people who contributed to expansion; Explain how the growth of the U.S. 

effected slavery, Native Americans, and Mexicans 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past textbook 
TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past interactive workbook 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Provide student with graphic organizers while researching to help focus and organize ideas 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
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-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
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-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-In depth consideration of events in a variety of perspectives and compare various points of view 
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 

 

 

Unit 4: Civil War 

Content Area: Social Studies  

Grade Level: 5th  

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, you will learn about some important events that led up to the Civil War.  The North and South were fiercly 
divided over the spead of slavery.  Most peopple in the North did not own slaves and wanted to keep slavery out of 
the new western land.  Most Southerners insisted on their right to own slaves and to bring them into the west. 
Congress tried to keep peace though the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850 but in the end, both 
failed because of the passage of the Fugitive Slave Acts, the fighting in Kansas and Abraham Lincoln’s election as 
president.  After Lincolng’s election, 11 Southern states formed a new country, the Confederacy.    The Confederacy 
took over federal forts in the South  before attacking Fort Sumter on April 16, 1861.  The attack ended hopes that the 
Union could be restored peacefully.  THe Civil War had begun. 

Recommended Pacing: 

4-5 Weeks  
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State Standards Addressed: 

6.1.8.D.5.a Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.5.b Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they contributed to the final 
outcome of the war.  

6.1.8.D.5.c Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the Civil War. 

6.1.8.D.5.d Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from 
multiple perspectives. 

Technology Standards and 21st Century Practices 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ 
or pictures.  

8.1.5.A.4 Graph data using a spreadsheet, analyze and produce a report that explains the analysis of the data. 

8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

8.1.5.F.1 Apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific finding.  

8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs and economic, 
political and/or cultural influences.  

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century. 

RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point 
of view they represent. 

RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

W.5.7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different 
perspectives of a topic. 
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W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate 
to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Stage 1 - Desired Results 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
● To evaluate the impact of a war on the participants. 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

●  The Civil War resulted from complex regional differences involving political, economic, and social 
issues, as well as different views on slavery. 

● The Civil War and Reconstruction had a lasting impact on the development of the United States. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● When is going to war the right thing to do? 
● What are the effects of war on the winners/losers?  
● Have we learned from the past? 

Acquisition 

Students will know …. 
● Election, life, and death of Abraham Lincoln 
● Events leading to the Civil War 
● Gettysburg 
● Abolitionists 
● Key people before the Civil War (i.e. Lewis and Clark, Black Seminoles, Sequoia, Harriet Beacher 

Stowe, etc.) 
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● Key people during the Civil War 

Students will be skilled at ... 
● Comparing  and contrasting the social, political, and economic attitudes of the North and South 
●  Identifying the key differences in Civil War battle tactics, economic production, and overall strategy 

for the North and South in the Civil War 
●  Identify roles and contributions of key people before and during the Civil War 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Students will work together in groups, each group being assigned a major battle of the war. Student's will 
work together on a PowerPoint presentation on their battle. They will analyze the critical events of the 
battle and ultimately determine how they contributed to the final outcome of the war. 
 
Student's will be able to explain why the Gettysburg Address and the Emancipation Proclamation are still 
important today. Student's will be asked to think about how life could be different today if these events had 
never happened in history. Student's will share with the class their thoughts and ideas. 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
● midway assessment 
● oral assessments 
● participation rubrics 
● graded homework/class work 
● student conferencing 
● written assignments 

Stage 3 - Learning Plan 

● Describe legislative acts that led to the Civil War  
● Locate the sites of major battles and discuss how regional differences caused conflict  
● Explain how the Civil War and Reconstruction affected local, state and federal economies  
● Explain the major events and personalities of the Civil War; Describe the continuing struggles to 

bring all groups of Americans into the mainstream of society with the liberties and equalities to 
which they are entitled 

Core Materials and Resources: 

TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past textbook 
TCi Social Studies Alive America’s Past interactive workbook 

Differentiation: 

English Language Learner- 
-Provide student with graphic organizers while researching to help focus and organize ideas 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
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-Check in frequently with student to check for understanding 
-Help student make connections to build background knowledge 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Break instructions down into concrete and direct steps 
-Allow access to new vocabulary words or concepts in native language to help the student relate the 
information 
-Extended time for processing, activities, and assessments 
-Use pictures associated with vocabulary to help students associate words with pictures 
-Provide student with verbal and written sentence starters 
-Scribe for student 
-Use of google translate to change the language of worksheets 
 
504 - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s 504 Plan to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Special Education -  
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
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chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
-Refer to student’s IEP to determine appropriate additional modifications for specific student 
 
Students At-Risk - 
-Use of Read & Write on Chromebooks to read webpages out loud as the students research 
-Appropriately leveled research material 
-Give students focused questions to guide their research 
-Thoughtfully place student in group with positive peer models 
-Provide student with sentence starters 
-Provide student with personal word wall 
-Use of speech-to-text, if necessary 
-Include multisensory activities (ex., use videos for auditory and visual processing; use pictures when 
possible) 
-Allow student to gather information from other sources besides text (ex., videos, ) 
-Use picture cards when introducing unfamiliar vocabulary words 
-Allow for repetition of instructions 
-Show students an example of the finished product and help with breaking the task down into smaller 
chunks.  Provide student with clear directions to achieve each small task to help them achieve the overall 
task. 
 
Gifted and Talented -  
-In depth consideration of events in a variety of perspectives and compare various points of view 
-Provide student with challenging choices of reading materials 
-Encourage student to connect personal interests with current topics 
-Give students opportunities to research key concepts 
-Offer many choices for students 
-Give student broad, open ended questions and ask them to support their ideas with concrete facts 
-Ask students to reflect on their own learning 
-Give student chances to do independent research 
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